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Synopsis

Here is a lively, readable, and accurate verse translation of the six best plays by one of the most
influential of all classical Latin writers--the only tragic playwright from ancient Rome whose work
survives. Tutor to the emperor Nero, Seneca lived through uncertain, oppressive, and violent times,
and his dramas depict the extremes of human behavior. Rape, suicide, child-murder, incestuous
love, madness, and mutilation afflict the characters, who are obsessed and destroyed by their
feelings. Seneca forces us to think about the difference between compromise and hypocrisy, about
what happens when emotions overwhelm judgment, and about how a person can be good, calm, or
happy in a corrupt society and under constant threat of death. In addition to her superb translation,
Emily Wilson provides an invaluable introduction which offers a succinct account of Seneca’s life
and times, his philosophical beliefs, the literary form of the plays, and their immense influence on
European literature. The book also includes an up-to-date bibliography and explanatory notes which
identify mythological allusions.About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World’s Classics has
made available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume
reflects Oxford’s commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other
valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify

the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Customer Reviews

| had to read this book for my class which focuses on literature for Augustus to Nero.l have the



kindle version. The starring in the e-book is really nice in elaborating on references which mention
gods, events, et cetera that as an average contemporary reader we don’t know about, but any
Roman citizen reading this would have known. Yet | still think there were a lot more points that the
book could have pointed out because really unless you have a very extensive knowledge of both
Greek and Roman mythology it's easy to miss many enriching references in the tragedies. That is
my main scruple with the book. As someone who does know Latin, for the syntax, | think it followed
really well what you would expect from reading this in the original language which | really enjoyed.
Latin prides itself on this paradoxical and ambiguous syntax that this translation did well
capturing.Now for the actual content of the book:| love Seneca, most of the time. The plays Medea,
Phaedra, Oedipus, and Thyestes do not disappoint. They are scattered with those stoic principles
Seneca is so famous for. They have the fast pasted, passionate plots that you want in a tragedy.
That being said Hercules Furens and Trojan Women, not so much. Both of these lack that spark of
passion which makes all these other plays so interesting. They also seem to really not be focused
on actual action but just retelling of former events.BE WARNED: These plays contain very graphic
and violent depictions of murders of children, incest, and so forth just so you know. It is speculated
that Seneca wrote these during the Neronian period so this graphic violence is directly correlated to
a pessimism he suffered from living in such a period working under an emperor like Nero, but who

knows

Ms Wilson gives valuable information on Seneca’s life and times, which helps explain the content
and tone of the tragedies. She also tracks how he influenced Elizabethan drama, from Kyd to
Webster.

Very dark, but that’s the nature of Seneca.

It is an accurate translation.

Download to continue reading...

Six Tragedies (Oxford World’s Classics) Eight Great Tragedies: The Complete Texts of the World’s
Great Tragedies from Ancient Times to the Twentieth Century George Eliot Six Pack - Middlemarch,
Daniel Deronda, Silas Marner, The Lifted Veil, The Mill on the Floss and Adam Bede (lllustrated with
links to free ... all six books) (Six Pack Classics Book 8) Complete Sonnets and Poems: The Oxford
Shakespeare The Complete Sonnets and Poems (Oxford World’s Classics) Twelfth Night, or What
You Will: The Oxford Shakespeare Twelfth Night, or What You Will (Oxford World’s Classics) The


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/read-book/jEp28/six-tragedies-oxford-world-s-classics.pdf?r=7uHR%2FUjhvmDTcIAVHq2n31SUxeSSh2Xyz%2B7vSB8UeLA%3D

Oxford Shakespeare: Julius Caesar (Oxford World’s Classics) Four Great Tragedies: Hamlet,
Othello, King Lear, Macbeth (Signet Classics) Lean Six Sigma: A CASE STUDY IN
PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY - IMPROVEMENT OF MANUFACTURING OPERATIONS
THROUGH A LEAN SIX SIGMA APPROACH. Pilates Six Pack Exercise Bundle: Learn How to
Exercise Correctly Today - Intro to Pilates - Beginner Six Pack Exercises (Ultimate Mind Body
Fitness - Strengthen,Tone and Heal Your Body) Entrenamiento Six Pack: Luce tu Six Pack en 6
semanas (Spanish Edition) Rise Of The Six (The Preston Six Book 1) Call of the Six (The Preston
Six Book 2) Fall of the Six (The Preston Six Book 3) The Anglo-Saxon World: An Anthology (Oxford
World’s Classics) All That You've Seen Here Is God: New Versions of Four Greek Tragedies
Sophocles’ Ajax, Philoctetes, Women of Trachis; Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound (A Vintage original)
The curse of the Giant Tortoise: Tragedies, crimes and mysteries in the Galapagos Islands
(Galapagos Islands Series Book 1) Backseat Tragedies: True Stories of Hot Car Deaths (True
Crime & History Book 8) The Norton Shakespeare: Tragedies (Third Edition) Sophocles I: Antigone,
Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus (The Complete Greek Tragedies) Euripides V: Bacchae,
Iphigenia in Aulis, The Cyclops, Rhesus (The Complete Greek Tragedies)

Dmeca


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/dmca

